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Dear Dr. Ei]):

ting the quality of life of persens with

vy and diffieulty with verbal commumicaron
Of these two, people in the disability COmmURNitY consistently
raie paor ability with verdal communication as the mors secious e tha twa,
Not being zbie 1o communicate usually has disasous effects in the home, the
scaeol, the workplace and the communiny. Alsa, it is of greatl importancs in
interacting with sealth care sroviders dealing with the many clinical {ssues
relevant to disability. As important s is the wrinien ward, the emctional and

centextual richness of verbal communicadon is ihe hallmark of 21! Aumman

cerebral palsy are impaired mebili
i.2.: speech),

societes.

In recent years, close collaberation herween gngineers and speech therapists has
resulted in the developmen: of 2 number of augmentative communication
devices that offer the disabled the ability to communicare successfully in nearly
any environment, Commereial oreanizations 2rs now marketing these
insuments and they are availabie in the market place. Innumerable reports
from community based studies demonstrate quite clearly the positive impact
their use has an the quality of life and independence of those whe fave
difficuity with oral communication. Improvements in instrumentation,
particularly in the person-machine interfacs, continue 1o be explored; nowevsr,
the basic instrumentation is now both availahle and readily usable. As with
most usefl instruments, new "bells and whistles” are continually being
developed, but these are not of great impartance to the efficacy of use of the
present instuments. The fundamental electronics are aiready well understood.
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The major Problem with e use of Communication
cffcacy, bur Tather their cogy, They are poy cheap, T

list of availahle Services, as i does wheelchairs agg Walkers for the immobije, Drhfmi.se,

Dersons with 5 verhaj Communication disability wij continue to he devrived g5 the CPpertunity tg
receiva 2PPropriate care ang Tetain their independenge,

The United Cerebra] Palgy Research ang Educationg) F '
Organization in the Private sector 107 persong Wit disabilities dy
(2.8 corebra Palsy), urges hat HCF A inelud i

4PDroved servicss.

Verv ruly yaurs,

Murray, oldstein, DO, Mpz=
Medica: Dirsctor and COo



