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Mareh 20, 2000 BEsTY WAL

The Honerable Nancy«Aan Min DeParle
Administrator, Health Cace Financing Adminstration
314-0 Hubert H. Humphrey Building

Washington, DC 20201

Crear Adminismator DeParle:;

A3 you may recall, [ wrote you iast veer regarding Medicars coverage for augmentative
communication devices [AAC Devices).

it has come to my attention that since my letter of Apdl 21, 1995, thirteen leading
disability groups filed & petitlon for a national Medicare coverage decision for AAC
Devices and HCFA will reach & decision by March 30. Currently, AAC devices ars
coverad by Medicaid, CHAMPUS/Trears, the Veterans' Admimnistration angd scvesa|
liundred commercial hea.ts insurance providers. Clearly, Medicare beneficiades deserve
access 10 the same technalagy available to thousacds of Americans in thess programs and
health plans.

| firmly believe the facts will demonstrate the need for Medleare coverage of AAC
devices. [ im sure vou will easure & full and fair review of this requesr within the alnety
duy period,

[ have antached a copy of my April, 1999 letter for your review and thank you for your
ccesideration of this request. | look farward to your response conseming this important

S

Sam Jonnson
Member of Congreds
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